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PREFACE
B

Conccpts for Today, Second Edition, is a reading skills text intended for high-
intermediate, college-bound students of English as a second or foreign language.
The passages in this book have been selected from original articles published in a
\\"lde variety of periodicals and newspapers, thus allowing students the opportu-
nity to read authentic materials from American publications. As they engage with
the materials in each chapter of this book, students develop the kinds of extensive
and intensive reading skills they will need to achieve academic success in English.

Concepts for Today, Second Edition, is one in a series of five reading skills
texts. The complete series has been designed to meet the needs of students from
the beginning to the advanced levels and includes the following:

® Themes for Today, 2e ... beginning

® Insights for Today, 3e ... high beginning

® Issucs for Today, 3¢. .. intermediate

® Concepts for Today, 2¢. .. high intermediate
® Topics for Today, 3c... advanced

Concepts for Today, Second Edition, provides students with essential prac-
tice in the types of reading skills they will need in an academic environment. It
requires students not only to read text, but also to examine information from vari-
ous forms of charts, illustrations, and photographs. Furthermore, students are
given the opportunity to speak and write about their own experiences, countries,
and cultures in English and to compare these experiences and ideas with those of
people from the United States and other countries.

This thematically organized text consists of four units, each containing three
chapters that deal with related subjects. This organization provides for a natural
recycling of content-specific vocabulary and concepts and discipline-specific sen-
tence structure and rhetorical patterns. It should be noted that although all three
chapters in each unit are linked by theme, they can as easily be taught individually
as in concert with one another. For the instructor who chooses to teach all three
chapters in each unit, there is a unit-ending crossword puzzle and a discussion

section that tie together the three related topics.

Preface




The initial exercise preceding each reading encourages the students to think
about the ideas, facts, and vocabulary that will be presented in the pa;slz:ge- s
Discussing unit and chapter illustrations in class helps students visualize l:N vl:nu
they are going to read about and gives them cues for the new vocabulary ; eyel
encounter. The exercises that follow the reading passage are intended to Tv op
and improve reading proficiency, including the ability to learn new vocabu ar)(ri

om context and to develop comprehension of English sentence structure, an
study skills such as note-taking and proper dictionary use. The follow-up
activities give students the opportunity to master useful vocabulary encountered
in the articles through discussion and group work and lead the students to a
comprehension of main ideas and specific information.

New to the Second Edition

While most reading topics and activities in Concepts for Today, Second

Edition, remain from the previous edition, the authors have made some important
changes to this edition. The second edition contains two new chapters: “Close to
Home: Technological Advances Erode Barrier Between Work and Home” in the

Living in Society unit and “Highs and Lows in Self-Esteem” in the Safety and
Health unit.

In addition to the new chapters, the second edition is now accompanied by
audiocassettes or audio CDs on which all the readings are recorded, as well as a
CNN® videotape composed of authentic news reports, which complement the
topic of a chapter in each unit. Video previewing, viewing, and post-viewing
activities are found at the end of each unit to help students better enjoy and learn
from the video clips. Also found at the end of each unit and new to Concepts for
Today, Second Edition, are InfoTrac® research activities that replace the Library
Mastery Research sections. These activities are designed to encourage students
with school or personal access to the Internet to research more about topics
they’ve encountered in the text. All the activities are presented to prepare students
for academic work and the world of information they will encounter.

These revisions and enhancements to Concepts for Today, Second Edition,
have been designed to help students improve their reading skills and develop
confidence as they work through the text. At the same time the second edition is

structured so that teachers can observe students steadily progressing toward
skillful, independent reading.




INTRODUCTION

How to Use This Book

Every chapter in this book consists of the following:

Prereading Preparation

Reading Passages

Fact-Finding Scanning Exercise

Reading Analysis

Word Forms Exercise

Dictionary Skills

Information Organization

[nformation Organization Quiz and Summary
Critical Thinking Strategies

Follow-up Discussion and Writing Activities
Cloze Quiz

In order to get the students out of the classroom and give them the chance to use
English in the real world, there are surveys in the follow-up activities section of
several chapters. Each unit contains a crossword puzzle and unit discussion ques-
tions. The crossword puzzle incorporates vocabulary from all three chapters in the
unit. The discussion section at the end of each unit ties in the related topics of the
three chapters. CNN video and InfoTrac® research activities using unit topics are
found on the final page of each unit.

The format of the chapters in the book is consistent. Although each chapter
can be done entirely in class, some exercises may be assigned for homework. This,
of course, depends on the individual teacher’s preference, as well as the availability
of class time.

Introduction %



Prereading Preparation

The prereading activity is designed to stimulate student interest and pr(?vxdc
preliminary vocabulary for the passage itself. The importance of Pmmc.m.‘g ffect
preparation should not be underestimated. Studies have shown the positive € sc
of prereading preparation in motivating student interest, activating backgroun
knowledge, and enhancing reading comprehension. Time should be spent
describing and discussing both unit and chapter photographs and 1[1HSCIAE0R8 &2
well as discussing the title and the prereading questions. Furthermore, the
students should try to relate the topic to their own experiences and try to predict
what they are going to read about.

The Reading Passage

As the students read the passage for the first time, they should be encouraged to
read ideas. In English, ideas are in groups of words in sentences and in paragraphs,
not in individual words.

Fact-Finding Scanning Exercise

After the first reading, students will read the True/False statements, then go
back to the passage and scan for the information that will clarify whether each
statement is true or false. If the statement is false, the students will rewrite the
statement so that it becomes true. This activity can be done individually or in
groups.

Reading Analysis

The students will read each question and answer it. This exercise deals with
vocabulary from context, transition words, punctuation clues, sentence structure,
sentence comprehension, and pronoun referents. The teacher should review
personal and relative pronouns before doing this section. This exercise may be
assigned for homework, or it may be done in class individually or in groups, giving
the students the opportunity to discuss their reasons for their answers.

Word Form Exercise

As an introduction to the word form exercises in this book, it is recommended that

the teacher first review parts of speech, especially verbs, nouns, adjectives, and

adverbs. Teachers should point out each word form’s position in a sentence.
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nse for which part of speech is missing in a given sen-
d number, and to whether

s an example

Students will develop a se
tence. Teachers should also point out clues to tense an
an idea is affirmative or negative. The teacher can do the first item a
with the students before the exercise. Each section has its own instructions,
depending on the particular pattern that is being introduced. For example, in the
section containing words which take -tion in the noun form, the teacher can
explain that in this exercise the student will look at the two types of words that
use the suffixes -ion or -tion in their noun form. (1) Some words simply add -ion to
the verb: suggest/suggestion; if the word ends in -¢, the -¢ is dropped first, and -tion is
added: produce/production; (2) other words drop the final -¢ and add -ation: examine/
examination. This exercise is very effective when done in pairs. After students have a
working knowledge of this type of exercise, it can be assigned for homework.

Dictionary Skills

This exercise provides students with much needed practice in selecting the
appropriate dictionary entry for an unknown word, depending on the context. In
each of the first six chapters, the students are given entries from Heinle’s Newbury
House Dictionary for several words from the reading in that chapter. The sentence
containing the dictionary word is provided below the entry. The student selects
the appropriate entry and writes the entry number and the definition or synonym
into the sentence in the space provided. The students should write the answer in a
grammatically correct form, since they may not always copy verbatim from the
dictionary. In Chapters 7 to 12, the format is the same, but the entries are from
Merriam-Webster's Online Dictionary. The students can work in pairs on this exercise
and report back to the class. They should be prepared to justify their choices.

Information Organization

In this exercise, students are asked to read the passage a second time, take notes,
and organize the information they have just read. They may be asked to complete
an outline, a table, or a flowchart. The teacher may want to review the concept of
note-taking before beginning the exercise. The outline, table, or flowchart can be
sketched on the blackboard by the teacher or a student and completed by individ-
ual students in front of the class. Variations can be discussed by the class as a
group. It should be pointed out to the students that in American colleges, teachers
often base their exams on the notes that students are expected to take during class

lectures and that they, too, will be tested on their notes.
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Information Organization Quiz and Summary

This quiz is based on the notes the students took in the Information Organization
exercise. Students should be instructed to read the questions and then refer t9 :
their notes to answer them. They are also asked to write a summary of the an.:lc 5
The teacher may want to review how to summarize. This section can F)C a written
assignment to be done as homework or as an actual test. Alternately, it can be
prepared in class and discussed.

Critical Thinking Strategies

The students refer back to parts of the article and think about the implications of
the information or comments it contains. There are also questions about the
author’s purpose and tone. The goal of the exercise is for students to form their
own ideas and opinions on aspects of the topic discussed. The students can work

on these questions as individual writing exercises or in a small group discussion
activity.

Follow-up Discussion and Writing Activities

This section contains various activities appropriate to the information in the pas-
sages. Some activities are designed for pair and small-group work. Students are
encouraged to use the information and vocabulary from the passages both orally and
in writing. The teacher may also use these questions and activities as homework or
in-class assignments. There is a Write in Your Journal suggestion for every chapter,

and students should be encouraged to keep a journal. Instructors should respond to
,the st rjournal entries, but not correct them.

The Cloze quig is a section of the passage itself, but with words missing. The
Cloze quiz tests not only vocabulary, but also sentence structure and general
comprehension. The students are given the missing words that are to be filled in

the blank spaces. The quiz is placed at the end of each chapter. The quizzes can be
done either as a test or as a group assignment.

CNN® Video Report and InfoTrac® College Edition Research

On the final page of each unit are optional activities designed to accompany one or
two of the topics presented in each unit. Authentic CNN videos were chosen to

% Introduction




